Chief Jake Thomas speaks of the Clan Mothers Role

Warfare between Nations

It began from way back before the white man was here in this continent, we had warfare with different Nations. In the eyes of the Creator, it was very sad to see his creation, mankind going against one another. He thought he should send a messenger down to earth to tell them that it was wrong what they were doing. At that time,  there was also cannibalism, witchcraft. Not all people practiced that. Also, men were not under control. Not every Nation would want to go against one another but it was always young people who didn't listen.

The Peacemaker

At that time, this boy was born from a virgin mother. This happened near the Bay of Quinte - it's called Deseronto. He lived with his mother and his grandmother, and he was a fatherless child. He was the messenger for the Creator, the Peacemaker. when he grew up, he did all kinds of things before his mother and his grandmother to show his power.

When he was born, his grandmother tried to get rid of him by downing him and burying him; she also threw him in the fire, but he survived every time. From there on, he began to show that he was not just an ordinary man. He was a man that was given power. So as he grew up, he began to tell his mother and grandmother that he was now going to go on a mission to meet the people.

Peace, power and righteousness

And so he told his people of the things that were wrong through the eyes of the Creator He told them about love and respect, and appreciation for the people and that's what they should be practicing. He began to travel what is now called Lake Ontario, and that is where he met the Mohawks. He spoke to the Mohawks of good tidings of peace, power and righteousness. Then when he was able to convince the Mohawks of what good tidings of peace was, he began to elevate the Chiefs, at that time the three principal Chiefs. He was also given help by some of the Mohawk nation. They went on to the Oneidas and elevated three Chiefs there, and on to the Cayugas, and to the Senecas. Later came together all nations into now what is called Onondaga, the central part of what is now called New York State. There they finished up, completing the League of the Five Nations.

He was able to form peace amongst all Nations and also bury the weapons of war so the generations who come will never, ever learn about wars again. They buried their weapons in order to live in peace with all Nations.

The mother of all Nations

He had met this lady on his travels. This lady is supposed to have been - I guess she was a cannibal. This woman, she lived by herself, and he noticed what she was practicing; it was not good. So he told her about peace, of good tidings of peace and she was the first woman who grasped the Great Law of Peace and gave up all of her wrongdoings at that time so he told her, "You will be the mother of all nations because you were the first woman that I have come to and you were the first woman to grasp the Great laws of Peace." So he told her that she would he present when he elevated the rest of the Chiefs because he needed all the five nations - the Mohawk, Oneidas, Onondagas, Cayugas and Seneca and she would have to be there to help him to complete the League.

So when they held the big condolence council at Onondaga lake, he told them, now we are going to have a rest for a period of three days so you must all go hack to your own villages.

He told them when they left, "You must bring all your women and you must bring your clan with you too. All the Mohawk clans, Oneida clans, Onondaga clans, Cayuga clans, and Seneca clans. And all the women because the women belong to these clans and so that's what you will tell your people when you get back". when they got back, they informed the people what was going to happen. Everybody was so excited. Everything was beginning to take shape now with the Confederacy.

Woman choose the Chiefs

Came the third day and they were back to where this condolence ceremony was. The first thing the Peacekeeper asked was if everybody brought their clan, and he asked the Mohawk women who did they choose as their candidate for this role of Chief; who did they select in their nation. So he said, come forward, and all the women came forward. He told them, now, what clans you have bought and what clan you belong to, that is where those Sachems will belong, in that title, and it'll be under that clan and that woman will be the one to be the owner of those titles. All the women of the Oneidas, all the women of the Onondagas, all the women of the Cayugas and Seneca  All you women now, you will be the ones who will choose from here on in. Someday, these Chief may die, pass away on this earth. But that's how long it will last, what they call a life chief; until he dies. But it'll he up to you women to dehorn that Chief before he dies, to lift the burden, the role he had during the time that he walked upon this earth. So it'll be up to you women to look after that, what they call funerals and also elevating Chiefs.

Women have the right to impeach the Chiefs

As you will have the right to elevate a Chief, so you will also have the right to impeach the Chief if he does not obey the rules of the Great law. So the laws that we

have made, all Chiefs of every Nation will follow and if they do not, they will have three warnings. They will he warned two times actually, and if he disobeys, teen with the third warning he is now being impeached by the Clanmother. And so it'll he up to all you clans to look up to the Chiefs; that you keep them in line. If you see your Chief getting off the track, you can speak to him. Give him a waning and if he disobeys, then give him second warning. And if he disobeys, then the third time you can and you will impeach your Chief. And you can then make a new Chief.

There are things that will also disqualify the Chief The main thing is if he does not obey the Clanmother and if he wants to go on his own way and only wants to use his own mind. Or if he wants to overrule his colleagues or the whole Confederacy, it'll be your place, the Clanmother's, to  remind him of his role as chief.

Head of the Longhouse

As Clanmothers, you will always have good minds. You will always carry good minds and you will always look up to other Clanmothers of other nations; you will always be equal. All the Clanmothers are equal. Nobody has more power, no matter what nation. And same way with all these Chiefs you elevated; nobody will ever have any more power. They're all equal. The Chief cannot tell another Chief what to do because he has a Clanmother. That is the role of the Clanmothers. If a chief dies, then it is her place to nominate another Chief and it must go through a ceremony they call condolence ceremony. That will be her responsibility.

A Clanmother's responsibility is also looking after her family and tell them about the family system, the structure; how it's structured from her own matrilineal family. Also to educate her own nation, her own clan about what is appreciation, respect and love That is up to the Clanmother for all her family, to make sure they live up to the Great law. She will be made what we call head of the Longhouse, of her own family. All the family will look up to the Clanmother because she is the one who gives the instructions of her longhouse

Responsibility for Counseling

They got two relations. One, the matrilineal blood line and also the father's side. They gotta respect the father's side too. So you got both sides can talk to you if you need counseling but under the supervision of the Clanmother. She would say, you need counseling. You go to your grandfather, or your uncle, or to your grandmother. So everybody tells you the same thing so you cannot run to anybody else for somebody to defend you. So you're actually monitored as you grow up. You got everybody to look up to and everybody owns you. They didn't disown you.

So this was the responsibility of the Clanmother. Even marriages that was her responsibility to bring the man and the woman together. They're the one that says when the daughter was ready to marry. When they came together at that time, there were no papers to sign, no ring to put on. So if they couldn't get along, they could just separate cause there's nothing really binding them. This was the responsibility of the Clanmother too, to see that marriage goes. she's always giving them counseling; same 'my with the family he comes from. He's given counseling too about how to look after his children, how to look after his wife. That's why we never had no problem about violence because you had so many people to look up to but now we don't even listen to our own people. We had our own counseling system in our own families. You felt happy because everybody owns you. Everybody wants you.

Upbringing of Children

She also taught the children things they should know about their culture and their lineage; how they should give thanks at certain times, what they call spirituality. They tell them about the times when you're sup- to give thanks the first time you eat something like strawberries, or maybe sap. You give thanks to the Creator or maybe to the Mother Earth. And all the way through - corn, beans, and squash. You are to give thanks and it was up to the Clanmother to tell the children so they learn to  also  respect. Respect  nature  and everything. So this was the duty of the Clanmother.

Giving Names

And also, when the children are born, she's responsible for the names - what they call given names. She is responsible to give the child a name when they are born. And when she makes a Chief, he also has a special name that he will follow during the time when he is sitting in Council, a chieftain name.  So the Clanmother's responsibility is to remember all those names for many generations to come. So it's given by Clanmothers of all Nations, the different Clans. Everyone of those clans have their own names. There's no duplicates of Native names in every Nation. They all have different names.  Women never followed the husband's name. She always had her own name. The children always had their own name. They never followed the last name of the father. You could never, ever get another name. A man can get two names if he's made a chief. That comes from the Clanmother.

Chief Is her helper

When she made the Chief, that was her helper. The Chief would help the Clanmother to keep peace in the Slimily. The Chief's role is to keep people together and encourage them. To give courage to all people, to have your language and your culture - that's the kind of encouragement you get from your own Clanmother. And if you don't behave, your Clanmother is always the one to talk to you first.

So the Clanmother's role is looking into all in her own Clan and Nation, that everybody's at peace. And also to educate the younger people from the time they're young: What is a Clanmother's role? What is a man's role? What is a Chiefs role? What is a young girl's role? Everybody had their own role

